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4. SUBMISSION CRITERIA

Short films submitted to the Festival must: 
– have been completed within 24 months of the Festival
– be submitted before 15 June of the current year
– not exceed 30 minutes long (European short films competing for the Silver Méliès must not exceed 25 minutes long)
– be in the original language version, subtitled in either French or English
– be unreleased in France

3. SECTIONS

The Festival includes the following short film sections and competitions:  
– International short-film competition
– Animated short-film competition
– French short-film competition
– Silver Méliès competition for the best European fantastic short films

1. THE FESTIVAL

The Strasbourg European Fantastic Film Festival is organised by Les Films du Spectre, a non-profit making association 
dedicated to genre cinema, which includes fantasy, horror, science-fiction and thrillers. In addition to the Festival’s 
international prizes, as a member of the European Fantastic Film Festivals Federation, it also awards the Silver Méliès for the 
best European fantastic film.

2. SELECTION COMMITTEE

The Festival is open to films worldwide. If your film is invited to screen at the Festival, the selection committee will designate 
the category that best suits the film. 



6. ANIMATED SHORT FILM COMPETITION

Films selected for this competition are eligible for the following awards: 
– Best Animated Short Film Prize
– Special Jury Prize (optional)

This competition screens widely-defined fantastic films: fantasy; sci-fi, horror, and films with elements of surrealism, magic 
realism, etc. 

7. FRENCH SHORT FILM COMPETITION

Films selected for this competition are eligible for the following awards: 
– Best French Short Film Prize
– Special Jury Prize (optional)

Short films in this category must be of French origin, defined as follows: 
– If the director is not a French national, the financing must be entirely French
– If the director is French, then a French co-production can be considered (1 or 2 other countries).

This competition screens widely-defined fantastic films: fantasy; sci-fi, horror, and films with elements of surrealism, magic 
realism, etc. 

8. THE SILVER MÉLIÈS COMPETITION FOR THE BEST EUROPEAN FANTASTIC SHORT FILM

The Silver Méliès competition is organised by the European Federation of Fantastic Film Festivals, represented in France 
by the Strasbourg Festival. The Strasbourg winner of the Silver Méliès will automatically compete in the Golden Méliès 
competition at the Sitges International Fantastic Film Festival, held each October in Sitges, Spain. 

The Méliès competition is open to European films only, defined as follows: 

– If the director is not a European national, the financing must be entirely European. Any non-European financing is 
eliminatory. The languages and the settings of the films are not taken into account. 

– If the director is a European national, part of the funding must be European. The languages and settings of the films 
will not be taken into account. 

5. INTERNATIONAL FANTASTIC SHORT FILM COMPETITION

Films selected for this competition are eligible for the following awards: 
– Golden Octopus for the best international fantastic short film
– Special Jury Prize (optional)
– Audience Award
– Student Jury Prize

This competition screens widely-defined fantastic films: fantasy; sci-fi, horror, and films with elements of surrealism, magic 
realism, etc. 



9. SUBMISSIONS

Submitted films should be uploaded on the platform Festhome.
The entry fee is €10 (ten euros).  
The selection committee will watch only films for which the submission form has been correctly filled in. 

The submission deadline is midnight 14 June of the current year. Late submissions will be handled on a case by case basis, 
with no guarantee of acceptance. 

10. MATERIALS

Once you have been notified that your film has been selected, it may not be withdrawn. 

The rights-holders of the selected films must provide the following: 
– a selection of HD stills, preferably in landscape: (300dpi: pdf, jpg, tiff)
– the film’s poster in HD, preferably portrait
– a press file
– a trailer, with French or English subtitles if available
– a dialogue list and a DVD or downloadable file for the translator
– an HD photo of the director

11. TRANSPORT

The Festival covers round-trip transport of the film. However, If the film is to be sent to another Festival, we cover only inbound 
transport. Outbound will be assumed by the other Festival.  

12. ACCORD

The rights-holders of the film authorise the screening of the film at the Strasbourg European Fantastic Film Festival and once 
agreed may not revoke the agreement. 

The Festival reserves the right to modify the submission rules if need be for organisational purposes. 

Europe as a geographical entity, refers to the following countries, as defined by the Council of Europe and the European 
Court of Human Rights: Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Russian Federation, San Marino, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, «the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia», Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom. 


